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The Works of Their Hands:

Man-made Things in the Bible
(Ray Pritz, New York: United Bible Societies, 2009)
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<Abstract>
The Works of Their Hands: Man-made Things in the Bible

(Ray Pritz, New York: United Bible Societies, 2009)

Jun-Hyun Kim
(Luther University/Seminary)

More than five hundreds articles, which humans invented, appear in the Bible.
The words used to refer to these inventions has proved challenging when
translators have tried to come up with appropriate equivalents in their mother
languages. The author, Ray Pritz, claims that the reason is: “raw materials vary
widely, physical conditions may dictate different solutions to a common
problem, and technology can differ greatly from one region to another and from
one era to another.” A word which was in use in the time of Bible may no longer
be in use in the present day or may require a long explanation. Such cases cause
problems for the translators.

Trying to solve these difficulties is the central motif for this book. This is also
indicated by the subtitle, “HELPS FOR TRANSLATORS” however this book is
not like other books which have only one subject. Unfortunately, the author has
to deal with more than five hundred articles so the form of this book is more like
a dictionary, but has many features dissimilar to a dictionary. If it was a
dictionary, than the book may have a different shape so that words were listed in
alphabetical order or simply provide a definition of a word etc. But Ray Pritz
categorizes the human-made articles into ten groups: 1. Occupations, 2. Warfare,
3. Buildings and Structures, 4. Religion, 5. Household, 6. Clothing, 7. Music, 8.
Transportation, 9. Food and Drink, 10. Personal. Each group is a chapter in the
book. Depending on the different types, each chapter is divided into smaller,
more detailed groups. Thus, this book is classified into about 430 lists. Each
article usually has 4 sections which are “References”, “Description”, “Usage”,
and “Translation”. In some cases “Description” and “Usage” are combined. The
author has consulted 30 different Bible versions in English, German, Italian,
French, and Spanish.

Most articles have either an illustration or a picture which helps to explain the
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objects. The pictures are taken from archaeological excavations. “Translation”
sections are the most important part of the book and would be the most useful
help for the translators because Ray Pritz gives a guide or a suggestion about the
real meaning of the word in the Bible and how translators stay true to the
meaning when transferred into their own languages. There are three suggestions:
first, “borrow a word from a regional or trade language”. Second, “expand the
translation somewhat to describe the object or its function”. Third, replace a
word “when objects are used figuratively”. These suggestions are not the only
solutions for the translation itself, but will be a useful guide for translators.

The Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek so it has to be translated into
regional languages. From this perspective, this book is very helpful and useful to
those who have a knowledge of the Bible at only a surface level; and are not so
familiar with the history of Israel; and are not acquainted with Hebrew and
Greek. Knowing the precise meaning of a word in the Bible is very important
because it will directly influence the process of exegesis. If someone
misunderstood a word and kept using that word incorrectly, then it may pose a
challenge to the mores of Christian faith. Because of this, when translating a
word, a scholar has to keep at once the biblical meaning and also be concerned
about the interest of modern regional readers. It is a great task and yet also a
huge burden. Especially, in the Korean context, the task is even more difficult
because many Korean words come from Koreanized-Chinese characters. These
words have been used over many generations. Most Koreans do not recognize
this fact. It will be a big challenge for translators. Thus, translators who will
translate this book need to be concerned not only to translate but also to do so in
a way that adequately explains a word’s meaning and function in the Korean

context.
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